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and dark, that, wrapped up in their own ignorance,
they may be easy.

That if by a supernatural light, and by the study
of sacred science, (that is to say of magic,) a few of
the more enlightened part of mankind have attained
to a clearer view of things, and that view or know-
ledge is communicated to the souls of those few, by
a sublime influence; yet it is not so in the main,
that the rest of the world understand nothing of it,
and that mankind remain blind and ignorant, for
want merely of application to, and study of a true
knowledge.

These are the things which they tell us of them-
selves, and which they talk in a kind of cant, parti-
cular to their own sort; representing themselves as
a kind of angelic people, that live above the rest of
the world, and that act in a higher sphere, are en-
dowed with superior light, that live beyond the or-
dinary rate of their fellow creatures. What reality
there is in these things, what attainments they have,
and how they have exercised them, we shall discover
more plainly, when we look a little into the rest of
it; when we see what angelic things they do, and
In what manner they exercise their extraordinary
faculties ; whether they appear to be illuminations
from heaven, or delusions of hell; whether emana-
tions of the realms of light, or mists and vapours
from the regions of darkness; in a word, whether
they are revelations and inspiration from the good
Spirit above, or enthusiasms, witchcraft, and sor-
cery, prompted and assisted by the Devil.

How low-prized are all their undertakings, how
mean and contemptible the methods they take to
exert these noble and superior faculties ! How do
they practise upon mankind by conjurations, spells
and enchantments, by the most pitiful and scanda-
lous delusions, pretending to divine and superior
knowledge! One part of their performances con-<
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